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In the spring of 1911, the Baptist Churches of Southern
Illinois sent Mr. Musa, now an ordained pastor, back to his
people in Safed. Many hearts were stirred by the sound-
ness and power of his witnessing. One young man, Louis
Hanna, became convinced of the truth of the Baptist faith
and interpretation of the New Testament requested
baptism. Thus first Baptist member in Palestine was
baptized May 10, 1911 in the stream that flows through
Wadi el Lemun (Valley of the Lemon), near Safed.

(From "Southern Baptist Golden Anniversary, Palestine-
Israel 1911-1961, Dwight Baker")

Farewells were said as a determined young man left his
family in Safed, the crown jewel of the mountains
overlooking the Sea of Galilee, to make his way to
America. In 1909, under the love and guidance of Dr.
George W. Truett, Shukri Musa found the desire of his
heart and was baptized into the fellowship of the First
Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas.

Later on, Shukri Musa came back to Palestine and
started the first missionary work in Nazareth in 1911.
Since then, the ministry expanded and grew in numbers
and quality. Today, the Baptist community in Israel is
made up of 18 churches in Galilee and Central Israel and
a community of 3,000 members. Of these churches, 16
are native Arabic speaking churches in places like
Nazareth, Haifa, Upp




